). About that time, with the encouragement of the Berlin Academy, Freudenthal undertook a laborious survey of all the original sources of information relating to the life and work of Spinoza. In the course of it, he searched many libraries and archives in Holland and England as well as elsewhere. The results were published in his epoch-making work, Die Lebensgeschichte Spinozas in Quellenschriften und Nichtamtlichen Nachrichten, Leipzig, 1899. This source-book contains nearly all the available material, carefully collected, and duly annotated. Two Dutch scholars, Meinsma and Meyer, had already done some valuable work in this field, but Freudenthal's book is still the only comprehensive collection of documents for an authentic account of the life and work of Spinoza. Earlier biographers were far too slipshod in their methods and quite unreliable in their 378
results. Five years later Freudenthal produced a Life of Spinoza, which is still the best book on the subject. The Life was to have been followed by a companion volume on the Teaching of Spinoza. Unfortunately he died, in 1907, before completing it. But he left considerable portions of it in manuscript. These were edited by the late Dr. Gebhardt, and published, together with a new edition of the Life, in 1927, under the original title of Spinoza, Leben und Lehre (Bibliotheca Spinozana) . This is a bulky volume of about 620 quarto pages. Bigger volumes on Spinoza have appeared since then, but nothing more important or as important, in spite of its incompleteness.
The secret of Freudenthal's success as a biographer of Spinoza may be indicated in a few words. Two requisites are essential for a good biographerknowledge and sympathy. Knowledge may be acquired by anybody with sufficient intelligence and industry. Sympathy, however, is of a different order. It depends on one's entire life and character. And Freudenthal, as a Spinoza biographer, had the supreme qualification of having lived a life very like that of his subject. Both were brought up at first in a conservative Jewish home; both were eager students of Hebrew, Classical, and Modern Knowledge; both felt it incumbent on them to attempt a conciliation between East and West, between the old and the new, between the religious and the secular outlook; and both suffered in various ways for being what they were. To have lived and suffered in the same kind of way as Spinoza did, is not an enviable gift; but it is literally the sympathy that is one of the best qualifications of a great Spinoza biographer.
Freudenthal was fully qualified in this respect as well as by his wide knowledge and critical powers; and his name will be remembered and honoured by those who are genuinely interested in the life and thought of one of the deepest thinkers and greatest characters of all times.
